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Art and Empire: Byzantium: Faith and Power Lecture by 
Helen Evans, Ph.D., at CMA on April 10 


The John and Helen Collis Lecture Brings Medieval Scholar to CMA 


CLEVELAND (March 9, 2005) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) presents the second John and Helen 
Collis Lecture with Helen Evans, Ph.D., curator of Byzantine art, The department of Medieval art and The Cloisters, 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Her lecture and slide presentation, Art and Empire: Byzantium: Faith and Power 
(1261-1557) at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, will be followed by a question-and-answer session in Gartner 
Auditorium, Sunday, April 10, 2005, 2 p.m. 

Free required tickets are available by contacting the Museum’s Ticket Center at 216-421-7350 or 
www.ClevelandArt.org. 

Made possible through the John and Helen Collis Family Endowment, this annual lecture alternates between 
Ancient Greek and Byzantine Art and brings nationally and internationally recognized experts in the field of art 
history and archeology to the CMA to discuss new trends in scholarship, archaeological excavations and museum 
exhibitions. The endowment is the first of its kind at the Museum establishing an annual lecture with a particular art 
historical emphasis. 

Holger Klein, Robert P. Bergman curator of Medieval art, said, “With her most recent exhibition on the art of 
the Late Byzantine Empire, Helen Evans has introduced us to the highly refined taste of a society that was deeply 
aware and enormously proud of its close ties to the classical Greek and Roman past. It is thanks to her that a period 
long associated with the decline and fall of the Roman Empire finally receives wider public attention for its highly 
sophisticated and intellectually stimulating artistic achievements.” 

Evans, curator of the exhibition Byzantium: Faith and Power (1261-1557), the third exhibition of 
Byzantine art organized by The Metropolitan Museum of Art, will discuss this 2004 exhibition which took seven 
years to organize. The exhibition and lecture demonstrate the artistic and cultural importance of the Late Byzantine 
era, mainly through the arts of the Orthodox Church. Byzantium: Faith and Power (1261-1557) brought together 
more than 350 masterpieces of Byzantine art from 30 nations rarely seen outside the museums, churches and 
monasteries of their home countries. Magnificent Byzantine icons, statuary, illuminated manuscripts and mosaics 


document the enormous impact of Late Byzantine art and culture throughout the ages. 


(more) 


CMA/John and Helen Collis Lecture—2 


Dr. John and Helen Collis are members of The Hellenic Preservation Society of Northeastern Ohio. Mrs. 
Collis is a founding member and Dr. Collis is on the advisory board for this non-profit organization established to 
present a unified voice of the Hellenes in Northeastern Ohio to preserve and perpetuate the Hellenic legacy. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum 1s a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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Metropolitan Museum of Art will give a lecture at the Cleveland Museum of Art on, Sunday, April 10, 
2005, 2 p.m. Free tickets required. 
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